
FUEL AND DIESEL IMPORT PERMIT  

TAX DEPARTMENT / FOREIGN TRADE 

February 2016             

 

 
   

Goodrich, Riquelme y 

Asociados is one of the most 

prestigious, innovative and 

widely recognized law firms 

in Mexico.  Since its early 

days (1934) to this date, the 

firm has specialized in 

representing companies that 

transact business in Mexico, 

at all levels and all legal 

aspects.  

Our Foreign Trade Area focuses in all 

International Trade aspects, such as: 

Logistics, supply chain, legal risks and 

safety standards.  We also provide 

support to our customers in anti-

dumping proceedings; contesting tax 

credits; enforcement of International 

Treaties, implementation of 

International Trade infrastructure and 

development Programs such as, 

PROSEC, DrawBack, Certified Company 

authorization in any of its modalities 

and certifications in IVA and IEPS 

matters.  

 

Import of Fuel and Diesel to Mexico.  
Import Prior Permits. 

 

I. Background. 

The Hydrocarbons Law specifies 
that as of January 1, 2017, or 
before depending on market 
conditions, permits for the 
import of fuel and diesel may be 
granted to any interested party 
that fulfills the applicable legal 
provisions.   
 
 In this regard and according 
SENER, the Mexican Antitrust  
 

 
 
Commission (COFECE, by its 
acronym in Spanish) issued the 
opinion of the plenary session 
by which it was determined 
that that it will be possible to 
import fuel and diesel as of 
April 2016, for economic agents 
other than PEMEX, as long as 
they comply with certain 
requirements. 
 
 

On February 23rd, 2016, the Ministry of Energy (SENER, 

by its acronym in Spanish), published in the Official 

Gazette of the Federation a “NOTICE informing that, 

as of April 1st, 2016, that may grant fuel and diesel 

import permits to any interested party that fulfills the 

applicable legal provisions”, promoting free 

competition, eliminating restrictions in the current 

fuel and diesel supply model.  



II. Import Permit. 

 

Thus, starting in April 2016, 

companies may access a market 

with a turnover of 1,178,000  

daily barrels, of which more 

than 65% corresponds to fuel 

and which is expected to 

continue growing over the next 

15 years, according to the 

forecasts of SENER.  

 
III. Requirements.  
 
Under the “AGREEMENT 
establishing the classification and 
codification of Hydrocarbons and 
Oil which import and export is 
subject to Prior Permit granted by 
the SENER” and its amendment, 
any interested party in securing a 
fuel and diesel import permit, 
must submit the “Import Prior 
Permit Application” through the 
Ventanilla Digital de Comercio 
Exterior “VUCEM”, fulfilling the 
following requirements:  

A. Import Prior Permit valid for a 
year. 

State the general data of the 
interested legal entity in the 
corresponding application. 

a) Name or corporate name.  
b) Main economic activity. 
c) Federal Taxpayers’ Registry. 
d) E-mail.  
e) Corporate address of the 
applicant. 
 

State the following data in the 
application: 
 

a) Indicate if the application is 
initial, for extension or 
modification. 
b) Temporary or permanent 
regime. 
c) Indicate Import Regime. 
d) Term for which the permit 
is requested. 
e) Description of the goods to 
be imported. 
f) Tariff Classification. 
g) Measurement Unit.  For 
fuel, the Measurement Unit is 
liter.  
h) Amount requested for 
import. 
i) Invoice value requested in 
USD. 
k) Description of the intended 
use for the goods to be 
imported.  
l) Rationale and/or benefit 
obtained.  

B. Import Prior Permit valid for 
twenty years.  

The interested party must submit 
through the VUCEM, the 
corresponding application, 
fulfilling all the aforementioned 
requirements, and it must also 
fulfill the following: 
  

a) Prove that it has 
infrastructure, is developing 
new infrastructure or 
expanding the infrastructure 
it has. 
b) Infrastructure must fulfill 
the valid regulations.  

 
The interested party must 
attach the following to the 
application: 
 
a) Hydrocarbons or Oil Supply 
Long-Term Agreements. 
b) The activity permit in the 
Hydrocarbons industry, 
granted by SENER or the 
Energy Regulating 
Commission, related to the 
infrastructure through which 
the activity for which the Prior 
Permit is requested will be 
conducted. 

 
Do not hesitate to contact us if you require further information. 
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